
From: 

TO: 

Date: 

Robert S. Howden 

Comments: 



Chairman Michael Powell 
Fedcral Comunicarions Commission 
445 12th Sueer, SW 
Washingron, DC 20554 
Via fax: (202) 418-0710 

Dwr Chairman Powell, 

I am wiring ro urgc you IO support thc pro-consumtT 
cxorbirant rare hike requcst by the regional Bell operating cornpan' 

unnecessary, it just docsn'r make senst. 

mas. Pleasc 

cc: Kxhleen Q. AbRnathy 
Commissioner 

Michael J. Copps 
C ommissionis 

Kevin I. Marcin 
Commissioner 

Jonarhan S .  Adelsrein 
Commissioner 

Texans for Economic . . ogress is an Austin-bawd, non 
process in key SCNOIT of the Texas economy. nir group works IO 
Icvrh rho? fusrer rclephone compeririun and bencjir consumers rh 



July 7, 2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 l%th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 --. . 
RE: C Dockct No. 03-133; 

Dear Chainnau Powell: 

Latino and othm minority communities rely 

touch with family and fiiends. But pending 
new charges and fees upon smrviccs upon which wed  
Latinos and other consumers nationwide. 

I u n d e m n d  that the FCC is considering applying “in 
certain prepaid calling card services. Many Latinos, particularly thqec on fix 
establishing n credit history, bank accnunts and other means neotssafy to sub 
telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cnr 
Students, Lnmigrants, sanior citizens, and others face similar challenges. 

As a result, prepaid calling cards ara the only option 
could, quite literally, be left without access to telephone service. Raising the pri 
calling cards will dircctly harm individuals who a n  

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a sub 
destroying the Uh’Iity of calling cards to disedvantaged con 
telephone companies to collect such charge 
customer, would drive up prices: thus making th 
look out for consumers and refuse to impose n 
servicas. 

accomplish many every day tasks, from loo \ 

ccs: Commissiona Michael Copps 
Commissionar Kathleen Aberr #thy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissionpr Jonathan Adelstein 



July 7, 2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE&Do~ketNo. 0 3 - 1 w  

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and 
move to increase the cost of theso cards, you will si 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their 

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to 
approximately 43% of Latino households use the 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Pre-pai 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding fixed and low 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. 
households who are on frxcd incomes depend entircly u 
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit rquirements that 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumBrS 
of famify members and neighbors. We cm use these cards to  stay "connected" as we 106k f a '  , 

jobs, hunt for houses, or schcdule many ofthe othcr ddly nppoinhneala thatwe all have. 

1 simply fmd it unim 

c-------,. 
----__/- 

that the FCC would imp 

up for comumer In 

Commissioner Jonathan Adelste'n 
Sena to r s& 
Scnntor 3 J. +.\lt,, 
Cwgressp son 



July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

Chairman Powell: 

T h e  FCC should not impose new access charges and 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will si 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their 

The Latino community is particularly sensitiva to  any p6cc increase 
approximatcly 43% of Latino households use the 
bclow $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Pre-pai 
they save wnsumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding f i e d  and low 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs 
households who are on faed incomes depend 

gening a phone. With prepaid cards, consum 
of family members and neighbors. We can u 
jobs, hunt for houses, M schodule many of th 

I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees o 
Some of the nation's largest telephone camp 
charges. The FCC should stand np for co 
nffordnble prepaid calling card5 a priority. 

ces: Commissioner Michael C o p s  
Commissioncr Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kcvin Martin 

. .  



July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Skeet, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

Chairman Poweli: 

The Latino community is particularly sensitive 20 any price 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. bid&, 
below $20,000 have used prapaid cards. Pre-paid callin 
they save consumers money. 

With and milk prices already holding fad and low 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs 89 well. 

meet the mdit rating or hetly deposit requirements thnt iocll phone companies insist upon bcforc 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can rn 
of family members and neighbors. We cm use these c 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many ofthe other dai!. 

I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would imp 
Some o f  the nation's largest telephone companies 
charger. T h e  FCC rbonld stand up for consum 
nflordable prepnid rnUing cards 

ccs: Comminsioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commifisioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelste' 
senator v u  2 

Sonstar t d  S A  Congressperson 



July 7, 2004 

Chatman Michael Powdl 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

-7 

REG D O C k e t i Z & >  

Ch,airman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will si 
disadvantdgcd hdividuals to stny in touch in thek communitic.;. 

The Latino community is parrjcularly sensitive to any 
oppmximately 43% of Latino households USA them. I 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Prs-paid 
they 6nvt consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already bolding fuced 
not be faccd with rising telephone servicc costs 
households who we on fixed incomes depend entirely upon prcpaid service b 
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit rcquirem 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consume 
of family members and neighbors. We can us 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of th 

I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC 
Some of the nation’s largest telephone co 
charges. The FCC sbould stand up for 
affordable prepaid calling cards a prio&y. 

Sincerely, 

CES: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Sen*r u+ piu 



The b t i n o  community is particularly sensilivc to any price increasc for pre-paid CElliRg cardt, 
approximately 43% of Latino households use hem. [ndeed, half of the bouseholds with inebmts 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cardg. Prepaid csllmg car& are SJ prevalent in pan because 
thcy save cOn6mers money. 

With gas and milk priccr already hddird fixed and low income cansumus hostage, \bi . lbw~:.  
not be faced with rising telephonc smicc  cosls as well. In particular, many low-income 
households who are on fad incomcs dcpend entirely upon m a i d  servicc biscause they u~BuI 
meet the credit rating OT heft) deposit rcquircmenu that lot01 phoue companies insist upon kfom 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make ca!k fmm pyphorts or the telephones 
of family membcrs and neighbors. We can use these cards 10 sfny "scruiec~.c.d" a: we look for 
jobs. hunt  for bouses, or schedule many ofthc other daily appoulbllcRls that w e  ell have 

I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impos new charges and fces on : h e  cruds. 
Some of the ration's largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficia& o f s w h  
charges. Tbe FCC rhould stand up for consumer iotrrcats aver corpanb g d ~  y 
affordable prepaid calling c a d s  a priority. 

. . .  . .  ,'.. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 

Senator 
senator 

I 

I * , :  



July 7,2004 .. . .. 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Fedcral Communications Commission 
445 12th Slreet, S.W. 
Washington. DC 20554 

4 D o c k e t ~ N o .  0 3 3  

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Military personnel stationed in the U.S. and all over 
telecommunications scrvices to keep in touch with 
before the FCC is a proposd that would introduce new 
depend upon to stay connccted, immediately harming 
men and women stationed worldwide. 

I understand that the FCC is considering applying ' 
certa.in prepaid calling card services. American se 
frcquently, rely upon these prepaid calling cards I 
affordable ratcs. 

could, quite literally, bc left without access to tel 
calling cards will directly harm individuals who 
their loved one8 within reach. 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to 3 s 
destroying the utility of calling cards for ours 
military personnel and rcfise to impose new access charges and fees on prepa 
services. 

Sinccrely, 

ccs: Commissioner Michacl Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Cornmissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonothan Adelstein 



M y  7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

FJ@Cxcke tNo .  03-133 1. > 
____i 

-\- 

Chairman Powell: 

TheFCC should not impose new access char 
move to increase the cost of these cnrds, you will 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their 

n e  Latino community is panicularly scn 
approximately 43% of Latino households use 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Pre 
they save consumer3 money. 

With gas and mi& prices already holding fix 
not be faced with rising telephone scrvice costs as well. LI pmticular, many low-i 
households who are on fmed incomes depend entirely upln preyhid service becau 
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit rcquirernents that&mIphow ErompMies 
gctthe a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can ma& cab &om payphon 
of family members and neighbop. We c 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of 

I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC 
Some ofthe nation's largest telephone co 
charges. The FCC should atand up for 
affordable prepnid d n g  cards n priodty. 

. .  

cas: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner I(llthleen Abemathv 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 

> I .  

Con5es Senator&-- erson '+ 



July 7,2004 

ChaLman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th strcet S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

R E g C  Docket No. 03-1335 
? r - - - P  

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not imposc ncw access chargc 
move to inmcnse the cost of these cards, you wil 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in the 

The Latino community is particularly sensitivc to an 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. 
below S20.000 have used pmpaid cards. Prc-p 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk priccs alseady holding futc 
not be facod with rising telephone service costs as well. In pi*rzicu!ar, n o n y  low-income 
households who we on fixed incomes depend entirely upon prqwid scrvicc b t m s e  they cannot 
mcct the credit rating or hefty dcposit requirements that lora! phone mnpmles insist u 
Betting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calks %om 
of family members and neighbors. We can use these can% te puly “c 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other 

I simply find i t  unimaginable that the FCC would 
Some of the nation’s largest telephone companies would be &a 
charges. T h e  FCC should atand up for consumer interem over eoiporata ppU,Bq k 
affordable preprid CnuiDg cards P priority. 

ivc up h e  cost for mi0 

CCS: Commissioner Micbael Copps 
Cornmissioner Kaihleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin . ,  

Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senatm 
Senator 
Congressperson 

I-. 



July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and 
move IO incrcve the cost of these cards, you will sim 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their co 

below $20,000 have used propaid cards. Prepaid 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding fsed an 
not be faccd with rising tekphone service costs as welL In partjcuk, many, low 

jobs, hunt for houses, or schedufe many ofthe 

I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC 
Some ofthe nation’s largest telephone co 
ctiarges. The FCC should itund up for 
affordnbk prepaid d i n g  cards a priority. 

CCS: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kwin M a t h  
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator -r%c1176, 
Senator ?& 2~ 
Congressperson 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~~~ 



July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th sb.ca, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE:FC Dockct NO. __--' 0 3 - 3 P -  

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Latino and other minority communities rely upon low-cwt tclccnmmunicatims 
accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for a job 3r &"@rdeble housing 
touch with family and fiiends. But pending before the FCC is a proposal that world 
new charges and fees upon services upon which we depend, imedistcfy harming million 
Latinos and other consumers nationwide. 

I understand that the FCC is considering applying "in-stateo access charges 
certain prepaid calling card services. Many Latinos, particularly thosc on fixe 
establishing a credit history, bank accounts and othcr moans necessary to subscribe (0 local 
telephone service. rely upon these prepaid cnlling cards to stay connected at set 
Students, immipnts, senior citizens, and others face 5milar challenges. 

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option avaM~lc  - wtthout them, m 
could, quite literally, be left without access to telephone sentice h i s ing  the pric 
calling cards will directly harm individuals who can least &rd price innrases. 

Imposing in-stnte charges would amount to a substantial increase in thecost ofprepat 
demoyinp, the utility Of C d h &  cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing The luge, 1 
tclephone companies to collect such charges, even when tbey do not sell tbo calling card 
customer, would drive up prices, thus making these services s u b ~ d a l l y  less affordable. 
look out for consumers and refuse to impose new access charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services. 

Sincerely, 

_F- 

~ 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioncr Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 



July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Pcdenl Communications Commission 
445 12th Streef S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

&C Docket No. 03-133 ?> 
--.. 
\_c_- 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose ncw access charges and fees upon prcpaid z. 
move to increasc the cast of these cards, you will simply drive tip the GO51 for minun 
disadvantaged individuals lo stay in touch in their c o r n  

The Latino community is patticularly sensitive IO any p 
approximately 43% of Ladno houscholds use them. Indeed, half of the h 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Pre-paid callink car& &e so 
they save consumers money. 

With gas andmilk prices already holding foed and luw income consumers hosta&c, wc should 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. J i  particular, mmy.low-income 
households who are an fixed incomes depend entircly upon prcpaid sewice bccnusc they c. 
meet rhe credit rating or hefty deposit rnquirements that local phonc companies insist upm b,ofore 

of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to say “ConneCted” B 
jobs, hunt for houses. or schedule many ofthc other daily appointmmts thrrt we ril 

I simply fmd it unimaginable that the FCC would impose ncw char 
Some ofthe nation’s largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficia& 
charges. The FCC mhoold stand up for consumer intcrerrtR over coipornte pia 
affordnbk prepaid cnlling cardn n prSority. 

getting a phone.. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls from payphoncs @S 

CCS: Commissioner Michacl Cops 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Mattin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senatnr 
Senator 
Congressperm 



, ,  
, ,  

July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th stroc< S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

.. 
l z @ Z k ~ . O 3 -  s-> 
Chairman Powell: 

7he  FCC should not impose ncw access charges an 
move IO increase fhc tost  of these cards, you will si 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their 

The Latino community is particularly scnsitive to any piiw i n m a s  for 
approximately 43% of Latino households use the 
below 520,000 have used prepaid cards. Pre-paid 
they save consumers money. . .  

With gas and milk prices already holding fixed and low income consumets ho 
not bc faced with rising telephone service cost3 as well. In particular, many low4 
households who m on fixed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service bccnu 
mact the credit rating or hefty deposit requirement< that local phone companies ins1 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers c 
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay “ ~ ~ n n ~ c t s d ”  as 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many ofthe other daily appointments that we a1 

I simply fmd it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges aad f& 
Some of the nation’s largest tclcphone companies 

ntnnd up for consum 

Cornmissioner Kathleen Abcrnathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adcfstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congrcssperson 

. . .  

~. , .  



July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Sneet, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

R)@?DocketNo. -1. 03-133 ,> 
'---__/ 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access char 
movc to increase the cost ofthesc cards, you will simply hi.,< u p  thc cost for minority 
disadvanlagcd individuals to stay in touch in their commumtrtj 

The Latino community is pa~%cularly sensitive to any price increase for prc-p 
approximnrely 43% of Latino households use them. lndmd, half of the hbuse 
below $20,000 have used prcpaid cards. Prepaid c 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding fixed and 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. h parricular, many low-income 
households who arc OD futed incomes depend entir 
meet the credit rating or hefly deposit rcquirement 
getting il phone. With prepaid cards, consumers c 
of family members and neighbors. We can use th 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schcdule many ofthc 

I simply fmd it unimaginable h a t  the FCC would impose new charges and fees on 
Some of the nation's largest telephone companies would be the hrgmr bendficiari 
charges. The FCC should rtnnd up for consumer interat9 over corporafe gain 
sffordable prepaid caUiq  cards a priority. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adclstein 
Scnatnr 
Senator 
Congressperson 



July I, 2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

- z  
WCDocketNo. 03-1?&,.. . < 

Dear Chairman Powcll: 

Latino and other minority communities rely upon low-cos3 telecommunicati 
accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for a job  or affordable hOU5 
touch with family and friends. But pending before the FCC is a proposal lhst would intmdufc 
new charges and fees upon services upan which we depend, imm~diately harming milli 
Latinos and dhor consumers nationwide. 

I understand that the FCC is considering applying “in-state” ncoeBs Charges and 
certain prepaid calling card sctvices. Many Latinos, particul: 
establishing a credit history, bank accounts and other m e w  nece 
telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calliog omds eo $ay co 
Students, immigrants, senior citizcns, snd others fuce similar chal 

As a result, prepaid calling a d s  are the only option available - with0 
could, quite Ijtemlly, be left without access to telephone sewice. Rais 
calling cards will directly harm individuals who can leas! nabd 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to n substantid increase in the cost of piepaid calls, 
des*oying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged r~nsum 
telephone companies lo collect such chnrges, even n h e h  &cy 
customer. would drive up prices; thus making these sew 
look out for consumem and refuse to impose new m e s s  c 
services. 

” 

5.* 
CCS: Commissioner Michael Copps 

Commissioner Knthleen Abcmatby 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 

’ Congresspcoon 



July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powcll 
Fcderal Communications Commission 
445 12th Sfseer, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

d C  Docket No. 03-1%> . .  

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fecs upon prepaid callin 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communities. 

The Latino community is partjcularly sensiiivc to any price increase for pre-paid calling cnrds; 
approximately 43% of Latino househol& use them. Indeed, half of tbc households with h o m e s  
below $20,000 have used prepaid car& Pre-paid calling cards wc so preval 
they save c o n m m  money. 

With ea. and milk prices elreedy holding fixed and low income consumers 
not be faced with rising telephone scrvice corn as ~ ~ 1 1 .  In pdcular’many I 
bouseholds who are on f d  incomes depend encir0ly upon prcpaid sewice 
meet the credit rating or hefly deposit requiraments that local phme wmpa 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can malie calls from payphones ar 
of family members nnd neighbors. We can use those card.? to m y  ”CIL -neclcJ” 3s wc loak for 
jobs, hunt far houses, or schedule many ofthc other dai l :~ ~~p , n  ointlrmm that uc- nJI habT. 

I simply fmd it unimaginable that the FCC would impose nCiv L. -h arges and fees on these cards. Some of the nation’s largest telephone companies would bethr largest benrficinrics of such 
charges. The FCC should stand up for eonmmer intererta Dyfr eoipomte 
nffordnble prepaid callPog cprds n priority. 

Sincerely, 
. .  

Michael C o p s  
Kathleen Abmarhy 

Commissioner Kwin Martin 
commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Scnator 
Senator 
Congresspasan 



July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Fcderd Communicaiions Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

Rt$Wzsoc&t No. 03-13?;, 

Dcar Chairman Powell: 

Latino and other minorlty communities rely upon low-c~st telecommunic 
accomplish mmy every day tasks, from looking for a job or affordable housin 
touch with family and friends. But pending before the FCC i s  a proposal that 
new charges and fees upon services upon which wc dcpcnd, immediately h d g m i l l i o n s  of 
Latinos and other consumers nationwide. 

I understand that the FCC is considering applying "in-starc" access charges sod ather 
certnin prepaid calling card services. Many Latinos, particularly tbosc on fix& 
establishing a credit history, bank accounts and other mcnna neceswy to whscr 
telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay connected at set 
Students, immigrants, senior citiuns, and others facc similar challenges. 

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option uvailable - wiihout them, many Fonsum 
could, quite literally, be left without access to telephone service. Raising the price of 
calling cards will directly harm individuals who cnn l e a s t f i r d  price inueases. 

Imposing m-stote charges would nmount to a substantial incrave tn the mst of prepaid 
destroying the utility of calling card9 to disadvantaged consumers Allowing the large, 
telephone companies to collect such chargas, even whec they do not scil the 
customer, would drive up prices; thus making these servicps sllbrrtanlidly les 
look out for consumers and refuse to imposc new acccss 
services. 

Sincerely, 

-\ 

cca: Commissionm Michael Copph 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissionar Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congrcrsperson 



July 7,2004 

C h a h a n  Michael Powcll 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Stre& S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

4 C  Docket No. 0 3 2 3 l  -/' 
Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access chnrgcs and feeS,upon prcpaid cellin 
move to increme the cost o f  thcse cards, you will simply drive up the cost far 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch m their communities. 

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase 
approximately 43% of Istino households use them. Indeed, half of 
below S20,OOO have used prepaid cards. Prc-ps.id calling cards we so prcvslent 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding fsed and low inemhe cans 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs m well. In partiku 
hpuseholds who are on faed incomes depend entirely upon prepnid 
meet the credit rnting or hefly deposit requirements that local phone 
gcttine a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can  mnke caUs 
of family members and neighbors. We CM use thcse cards lo  gray 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily sppoirmcnts that we all have. 

I simply find it unimaginable char the FCC would impose new charges md fees on 
Some of the nation's largcfl telephone companies would be the lwgestbeneficiario 
charges. The FCC tbould atnnd up for conaumcr laterem DYU mipogte 
affordable.prepaid caUfng cards a prh i ty .  

Sincerely. . .  

CCS: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemnthy 
Commissioncr Kcvin Mnrtin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 



Dear Chairman Powell: 

Latino and other minority communities rely u p n  lo~+coS telecommunications se *. I 

accomplish many every day *ks, from looking for a lob or afFordable housing to 
touch with family and friends. But pending before &e FCC is a proposal that wu 
new charges and fees upon services upon which we depend, immediately h ~ ~ m i i l i o m  of 
Latinos and other consumers nationwidc. 

I understand that the FCC is considering applyng "in-state" acccss charps and d e r  fees 
certain prepaid ulling card scrvices. Many Latinos, particularly rhase on 
ectablishing E credit history, bank accounts and ahermems necessarv m 
telcphonc sewice, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay connected at s 
Students, himts, senior citizens, and others face similar challenges. 

As a result, prepaid calling cmls me the only option available - wlthout thcm, 
could, quite literally, be left without access to telephone sowice. hisine, the p 
calling cards will directly harm individuals who cm ler;t afiord plice i n m s a .  

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial ir,crebst in thc cost o 
dfsmYin8 the UtiliW ofcdling cards 10 disadvantaged consutners allow in^ 
telephone companies to collect such charges, wen when they do nM YCU the u.lling c a d  to 5 
customer, would drive up prices; thus making these sewits cub.;mrt' . 13. it y icss effo-dable. Please 
look out for consUmOr6 and refuse to impose new access charges urd Ere? on prqa.d cailurg carrt 
services. 

Sincerely, . .  
- 

CCS: Commissioner Michacl Copps 
Commissioner Ketbleq Ahmathy 
Commissioner Kevin && 
Commissioner Jonathan Adclstein 
Scnator 
Senalor 
Congresspmon 



July 7, 2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

WC Docket No 03-133 <- -_-- 
Chairman Powell. 

The FCC should not impose new acces6 charges an 
move io increase t h ~  cost of these cards, you will simply drivc up the cost for mhodty or 
dissdvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communities. 

The Latino community is pnrtjcularly sensitivc to any price increase for pre-paid 
approximately 43% of Latino households usa thcm. Indeed. half of the househol 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Prepaid calling cards 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding fixed and low incomc.con 
not be fneed with rffiing telephone service costs as well. In pPrticul 
houscholds who are on fixed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid 
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requirements that local phon 
getting n phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls from payphones or 
of family members and neighbora. We can use these car& ro !my 
jobs, hunt for houscs, or schedule many ofthe other daily sppoin 

I simply fmd it unhsginable that the FCC would impose new chsrgcs and fccs on thes 
Some of the nation’s largest telephone companies would bbtht 1 
charges. The FCC should stand up for consumer inter 

g cards a prio14ty. 

i :. 
I , .  

Commissioner Kathleen Abemthy 
Commissioner Kevin Mardn 
Commissioner Jonathan .4delstein 
Smator 
Senator 
Congresspason 

.. 



July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

R E f i o c k e t N o .  \. 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Lstino and other minority communities rely upon low- 
accomplish many every day tasks, ern looking for a j 
touch with family and ftiends. But pending before thk FCC IS a proposa 
new charges and fees upon serviccs upon which we depend, immediately harm 
Latinos and other consumers nationwide. 

I understand that the FCC is considering applying %-state” access 
ccrtain prepaid calling card services. Many Latinos pmticularly 
astablishing a credit history, bank accounts and other meam necessary to subscribe to local 
telephone scrvice, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay connected at sct affordable I 
Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face similar challcngrs. 

As a result, prepaid calling cards are thc only op’on available - without the 
could, quite literally, be left without access to telephone service. h i s h g t h  
calling cards will directly h a m  individuals who can least afford price incrcasts 

Imposing in-state charges would m a m t  to a substbnhl incre&s in the c a t  of 
destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged ccmiiier 
telephone cornpanics to collect such charges, cven when they do not sell the d l i g  card to a 
customer, would drive up prices; thus making these services submntial!y I e s  affordable. Pick 
look out for consumers and refuse to impose new access .harp .  ai;d fees on p:cpaid yllling card 
services. 

;La-&. 
CCS: commissioner Michael C031s 

Commissioner Kathleen xbmathy  
Commissioncr Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Ccnlpesspemon 

. .  

~, ,’ 

I ,- 



July 7, 2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access chargcs and fees upon prepaid d l h g  card 
move to increase the cost of thcsc cards, you will simply drive up the Cost for 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communities. 

The Istrno community is particularly sensitive to any price increase for prC-p 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half of the households With h d s  
below $20.000 have used prepaid cards. Pre-paid calling cards are so prevalent in pan bec 
they snve consumers money. 

With gas and milk priccs already holding fixed and low income consumers hostage, 
not be faced with rising telephone service cost9 as well. In part~culsr, many low- inme 
households who are on fsed incomes dcpend entirely upon prepaid SSMCC becawsctbey W o t  
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requirements that locol phmc companies insi 
gcning aphone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make d s  from payphones or 
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay “connected“ as 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many ofihe other b i l y  appointments that weal 

1 simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would imposc acn charges and Bes on thcS 
Some of the nation’s largest tclcphone companies would bc the lergest beneficimirs of 
charges. The BCC should stand up for consumer inlererts over cot prate gain by 
affordable prepaid chUing cards P priority. 

Sinccrely, 

CCS: Commissioner Michnel Copps 
Commjssioncr Kathleen Abernatby 
Commissioner Kevin M h  
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Sonator 
Congnssperson 



July 7, 2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 
445 12th Stre% s.w 

Docket No. O%> __-- 
Chairman Powall: 

The FCC should not impose new nccess charges and 
move to incrense the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up thc c 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communities. 

The Latino community is particularly scnsitive to any price increase for pre- 
approximately 43% of Latjno households use them. Indeed, half afthe households with incomes 
below $20,000 havo used prepaid cards. Prepaid calling cards are so prevaienl in 
they save consumers money. 

Witb gas and milk prices alrcady holding fixed and low income consumcrs hosta 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as wcll. In particular, many low 
households who are on fixed income6 depend entirely updo prcpaid service beoslrue 
meet tho credit rating or hefty deposit requirements that local phoae cornp&’ros i 
getting D phone. With prepaid cards, consumeTs can mike calls from payphones 
of fnmily members and neighbors. We can use these cards u) sray *connected” as we 1 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedulo many of the other daily appointments that we all ha 

I simply find it unhagiinabk that the FCC would impos.: ncw churges and fees on tlicse cards 
Some of the nation’s largest telephonc companies would be diu lugcn bcncficinn’es of such 
charges. Tbc FCC should &tad up for consumer intcr4& over corporate gam by kerpipg 
affordable prepaid &ling cards a priorfty. ;gigM / I 

cc : Comm~ssi ner Michael Coppa 
Commissioner Kathleen Abematby 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissiouer lonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congrcsspmon 
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I 

Ch&'Michacl Pcwell . .  
Fed@ Communications Commission 
445 12th seed, s.'?:. 
Wasbugton, DC 20554 

rely upon low-cost telecornmunicaiions services to 
S, from looking for a job or af€ordeblc housing to staying in 

eiends. But pending befow the FCC is 4 proposal that would introduce 
upon services upon which we depend, immediately harming millions of 

Ltioor and other consumms nationwide. 

I u n d e w d  rlial the FCC is considering applying "in-state" access charges and other fees on 
certain prepaid calling card smices. Many Latinos, parOcularly those on Fured incomes or those 
estliblish&ig a oedithiato;y, bank accounrs and other means necessary to subscribe to local 
telephoni service, MIy upon these prepaid calling cards lo stay connected at set affordable rates. 

ior citizens, and others face similar challenges. 

g,oards ate the only option available - witbour them, many consumers 
fi without acte6s EO telGhone service. Raising the price of prepaid 

individuals whv ~ a a  least afford price increases. 

d amcurit to a substantial increase in tbe cost of prepaid calls, 
destroying the utility o~coiliog cuds to disndwrmged consumers. AUowing the large, local 
telephone wmpnnks to collect such chargq  even when they do not sell the calling card to a 
customer, w q l $  bive up p r im;  thus mahug rhese services substantially less affwdable. Please 

rs and refuse to impose new access charges and fres on prepaid calling card 

Conimissioner Kaxbleen Abematby 
Commissionsr Kevin Marrin 

k - 0 4  
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Fcdcral Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washingion, DC 20554 

_- - \ 

<WC Docket No. 03-133>) 

Chairman Powell: 

Thc FCC should not h p o s e  ncw access charges and fceS upon prepaid callkg c 
move to increase the cost ofthesc cards, you will simply drive up the cost for mrno 
disadvantaged individuab to stay in touch in their commvnifres. 

The Latino community i s  particularly sensitivc to any price increase for pre-pni 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them hdccd, half of the households with incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Pre-paid callkg C a r d s  me so 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding f i e d  and low income cons 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. h pdcul8f  
households who are on fixed incomes depend entuuly upon prepnid SCWICE 
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requirements that local phone 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards,  consumcr6 can make calls from payphones 
of family members and neighbors. We c m  use these cards to Scsy " 
jobs, hunt for homes, or schedule many of the other daily appointments that we all have 

I simply fmd it unimaginable that thc FCC would impose new char 
Somo of thc nation's largest tclephone compmies would be the largest beneficiaries 
charges. The FCC should stand up for  consumcr i n t e r n  aver corpornl* @a 
sflordsblo prepaid cPUSng cards a prlority. 

Sincerely, 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioocr Kathleen Abemathy I 

Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein . 

., 
1 

Congressperson 

~- 



July 7,2004 

chairman Michael Powell 
Fcdnal Communications Comrnissjon 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Latino and other minoritv communities rehf uvon low-cost tel 
accomplish many every day tasks, from lookkg for a job or affordabl 
touch with family and fiiends But pending before the FCC is n prop 
new charges and fees upon servifes upon which we depend, immediately hanning m 
Latinos and other consumm nationwide. 

I understand that the FCC is considering applying "in-state" RCCC~S chsrers m d  othw f- 
certain prepaid calling card services. Many Latinos, particularly tho% on fixed in 
establishing a credit history, bank amounts and other meam necess 
tclcphone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards M s t ~ y  connemd at sot 
Studcnts. immigrants, senior citizens, and others face sunilar challenges. 

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option available - without the 
could, quite literally, be Isft without access to tclephone service. Raising 
calling cards will directly harm individuals who can lcast afford price increases. 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase i 
destroying the utility of calling cards to divldvaotaged consumers. All 
telephone companies to collect such charges, even when thy do not sell the c 
customer, would drive up prices; thus making these services su 
look out for consumers and rtfusc to impose n c w  acccss cbarges and 
services. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin . ,  

... 
1 . .  
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July 7,2004 

rpi 001 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new acccss 
move to increase the cost of these cards, 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in toui 

charges and fees upon piepaid 
you will simply drive up the cost for mhori 

:h in their communities. 

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price hicrease for prepaid calling cards; 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indccd. h d f  of the howehnlds with mcomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Pre-paid calling cards are so prevalent m part because 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already holdmg fixed and low income consumers 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In particular, many 
households who are on fared incomes depend entirely upon prepaid S ~ C E  

meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requirements that local phone companies 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls from p 
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay “connected” BS we lo 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appointmen 

I simply fmd it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these 
Some of the nation’s largest telephone companies would be the larges 
charges. T h e  FCC should stand up far  cnnaumer interests aver e 
affordable prepaid d i n g  cards a priority. 

Sincerely, 0 . , ,  

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemaihy , % .  

Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 

Senator .!. 

Vl)/ 

, ., Congressperson ,. 
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Chairman Michael PWCU 
Fcderal Communications Commission 
445 12th Sneet, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

'$<Docket No. 03--,, Y-__.-_---- 
Dcar Chairman PowcU: 

Latino and other minority communities rely upon low 
accomplish many every day tasks. from looking for a 
touch with family and friends. But pending before 
new charges and fees upon services upon which we depe 
Latinos and other wnsumcrs nationwide. 

I understand that thc FCC is considering applying ' 
certain prepaid calling card services. Many Latino 
establishing a credit history, bank accounts and 
telephone senkc,  rely upon these prepaid calli 
Students, immigrants, scnior citizens, and cth 

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option available - without ibm, 
could. quite literally, be leA wif3out access to telephone qervice. Raising the p 
calling cards will directly harm individuals who can IemraEord price increases. 

Imposing in-state c h a p s  would amount to 
destroying the utility of calling cards to disad 
telephone companies to collect such chargcs, 
cuktomer, would drive up prices; thus makin 
look out for consumers and refuse to impose 
services. 

Sincerely, 

Q- 
ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 

Commissioner Kathlecn Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin r tc  

Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 

Congressperson 

Senator 
senatw 



July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street. S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

<WC Docket No. 03-133 
,--- . '.\ 
_-/- 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees t i p n  prcpsid wiling m'ds. If you 
move td increase the cost of these cards, you will simply di ivc up the cost.for minority or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communities. 

n e  Latino community is p a r t i c u ~ y  sensitive LO any priie increase for pre-pa' 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indkd ,  half of the houseb 
below $20.000 have used prepaid cards. Pre-paid calling cards are so preVk1 
they save consumers money. 

With pas and milk prices already holding fixed and low income consumers hostage, we should 
not be foced ~4th rising telephone service costs BS well. In pmrticular, many low-income 
households who are on fixed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid servica because they q 
med the credit rating or hefty deposit requirements that local phone companies insist upon beforo 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards consumers can makc calls from payphoncs or 
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay "connectcd" 
jobs, hunt far bouses, or schedule many of die otha daily Wpoinments that we nll 

I simply find it unimaginablc that tha FCC would imposa new charges and fces o 
Some o f  the nation's largest telephone cmnpanies would be the largest bene 
chargcs. The FCC nbould stand up for consumer interssts over CO+O 

affordable prepaid cnUing car& a priority. 

. .  

sincerely, 4 ~ 2 . ~  . . .  , .  

&&*----- 

,, -: 

CCS: Commissionn Michncl Copps .. Commissionw Kathleen Abernathy $!I '  
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissjoncr Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Conpessperson 


